[Diagnostic value of bone scintigraphy with technetium pyrophosphate. Study of 250 patients].
The authors report the results they obtained by bone scintigraphy using technetium pyrophosphate. In a study of 142 patients with cancer, the authors show, as others have done, that bone scintigraphy makes it possible to find bone metastases that are radiologically undetectable and they emphasize the importance of this discovery. In 7 patients with spondylodiscitis, of whom 1 was without radiological signs at the time the scintigraphy was carried out, the authors always observed localized vertebral hyperfixation and they noted that this examination can be valuable for distinguishing spondylodiscitis from pseudo-Pott's discarthroses and from the lesions of vertebral epiphysitis, which in their experience do not result in isotopic hyperfixation. In 7 patients with epiphyseal osteonecrosis, the authors observed isotopic hyperfixation before the appearance of radiological signs. In 12 patients with osteoporosis, the authors observed hyperfixation in bone in certain compressed vertebrae, whereas other vertebrae that had probably been compressed some considerable time earlier did not fix the isotope excessively. They never observed hyperfixation in vertebrae that were not compressed. Among 5 patients with ankylosing spondylitis with radiological signs of sacro-iliac arthritis, the authors observed sacro-iliac hyperfixation in only 3 cases. Two other patients who had signs indicating ankylosing spondylarthritis, but were without radiological signs of sacro-iliac arthritis did not show sacro-iliac hyperfixation of the isotope. Among 7 patients with Paget's disease, the authors observed hyperfixation in all the bones with radiological signs of disease; in addition, in 3 patients, there was also hyperfixation in certain bones that were radiologically clear.